HISTORICAL    IMAGE    OF   NAPOLEON   BONAPARTE
sufficiently strong only to save France at the head of the most
revolutionary class of their times. Their fall initialled the triumph of
the middle class.
This dreary period can be described as a Roman holiday of the
middle class. With the increase and intensification of reaction, the
Convention broke up and was supplanted by the Directory. Kropot-
kin, who significantly closed his history with Thermidor, remarked:
"The Direciory was a terrible orgy of the middle classes, in which the
fortunes acquired during the Revolution, especially during the
Thennidorean reaction, were squandered in unbridled luxury."43
And the evidence substantiating such remarks is overwhelming.
Mathiez opened his work, Le Directoire^ by characterizing this period
as one in which "the Republican principles were violated every day
under the pretext of saving the Republic,"44 The Directory was a
government of a minority, a coup d'etat government maintaining
itself by exceptional measures. In fact, here was a seamy middle-
class regime of profit taking and spending, made possible by the
Revolution. The revolutionary war which France fought to defend
herself became more than a war of defence. It also became one of
loot. Pillage of one kind or another was the order of the day. In fact,
Mathiez called the France of this time, "The Republic of pillage."
At the same time the phenomenon of personal government could be
observed. And again, as Mathiez wrote, such a republic accumulated
all the vices of the old and of the new society. Patriotism was either
decadent or else served as an excuse for such a regime, a reign of
"order." When signs of genuine patriotism flared up in France, they
were smothered. The population became more and more indifferent
to the suffrage and the election laws. Emigres marched in troops,
sword in hand, singing counter-revolutionary songs. There was
inflation with all its inevitable concomitants, all the misery it brings
to the weak and the poor. The great ideal of the Nation gradually
changed into the ideal of the Great Nation. And with this, foreign
war became the war of the Great Nation; it became, among other
things, a means of loot. "It is not Bonaparte/' said Mathiez, "...
who habituated the French army to marauding and pillaging....
The evil was before him. The miserable army that Bonaparte com-
manded lived on pillage for a long time; conquest was for it essentially
a means to subsist."45
This was the time of the profit-taking, of the glory of the days from
*3 Kropotkin, op. dt., II, 571.
** Mathiez, Le Directoire (Paris: Librairie Atmand Colin, 1934), p. 3.
45 Ibid., p. 90.
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